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In various Ages various Knights appear, 
And claim alike to repreſent the Shire: 
As Wiſdom plans, or Folly ſhoots her Bolt, 
And now a Bacon rides, and now a Holt, 
Let Parties, Prieſts, and Peers ſay all they can, 
My Countrymen ! Tis Actions ſpeak the Man. 
While ROUS furviv'd 0/4 England had a Friend, 
Spain had a Foe, and 67 loſt his End. 
but now Corruptiou opens every Store, 
The Pride of SUFFOLK is, alas, no more 
Davys, and Mongrel- Mungos, taint our Land, 
The Cuckold-Lord brings out his blaſted Band: 
See ! Suffolk—J—nk—nſ—ns in Front appear, 
And pale Cream colour d Br —dfp—cs cloſe his Rear: 
Vile Burgeſſes from H ry, venal Town ! 
And many 'a Th—if—rd Mayor in Mortagag d Gown ; 
No common Villain is the Peer we Hate, ? 
That black, baſe Peer, who has undone the State, 
Bluſh ye proud Lords! and mitred Prieſts! who know 
His coward Heart, yet Fear to ſtrike the Blow ! 
Dull Miniſters of Vengeance as ye are, 
Who curſe and yet careſs, nor boldly dare 
Strike at a recreant Heart that prints beneath a Star ! 
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FOUR LAST ELECTIONS 


FOR THE 


COUNTY Or SUFFOLK. 


N the illuſtrious reign of GEORGE THE 
SECOND, when England was arrived at 

a pitch of glory unknown to former 
ages, when the affections of the people 
were eſteemed the brighteſt jewels in the 
royal diadem, when petitions and remon- 
ſtrances were no-where heard of, an united 
Parliament bleſſed this happy kingdom, and 
riches and increaſe of territory became the 
conſequence. The miniſter and the repreſen- 
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tatives of the people went hand in hand, 
and all parties were attentive to the publick 
good. The counties throughout England 
placed implicit confidence in their mem- 
bers, nor did their members violate their 
truſt: No heart-burnings or animoſities pre- 
vailed amongſt contending families; the re- 
preſenting a county was conſidered at that 
glorious period of time in no other point 
of view than that of honor: The king had 
no different intereſt from his ſubjects: He 
affected no greater degree of power than the 
conſtitution gave him: He had no Scotch 
minion to diſgrace and diſtract his councils. 
The memorable æra of 1715 had convinced 
his royal father, and his own experience in 
that of 1745 had ſhewn him clearly, what 
degree of truſt could ſafely be repoſed in 
North-Britifh loyalty by a ſovereign of the 
houſe of Brunſwick. 
| | 

In this time of domeſtick tranquillity, the 
nation was ſatisfied with their prince and 
their repreſentative ; few conteſted elections 
were known to take place: A previous 
meeting 
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meeting generally declared the ſenſe of a 
county, and the day of election ratified the 
previous nomination. . Suffolk was equally 
happy with other counties in this defirable 
unanimity, and Sir Cox p EIL FikEBRACE 
and Mr, AFFLECK were elected and re · elect- 
ed, without diſſention or diſagreement, for a 
long ſeries of years. 


The death of Sir Cordell Firebrace about 
two years before that of the late king, 
brought on a caſual election in Suffolk, 
when the ſame ſpirit of unanimity appeared, 
was and Mr. RowLany Hour, of Redgrave, 
nominated and returned to Parliament with- 


out oppoſition. Such are the happy conſe- 


quences whenever right meaſures of Go- 
vernment are purſued ; it is immaterial to 
a county whether an heir of this or that 
family be deputed to repreſent them: In 
the late reign no cauſe for jealouſy was given: 
The king was the 1dol of his people, and his 
minierſts were believed to be honeſt: They 
invaded no man's property ; they harboured 
no arbitrary principles; they revered the 
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laws, and preſerved the conſtitution invio- 
late. | 


As it fared with Suffolk, ſo was it in moſt 
counties of England : but other times ap- 
proached : a new ſucceſſion took place : a 
new adminiſtration followed : We loſt the 
good old king, on whoſe venerable brow the 
Britiſh crown ſhone with unfaded luſtre. Diſ- 
cord now began her reign :, inſtead of open, 
honeſt, ' Engliſh policy; Scotch artifice, hy- 
pocriſy, and diſſimulation every where pre- 
vailed ; profuſion of all kind was called œ- 
conomy : the old and faithful ſervants of 
the ſtate were drove from the helm to make 
way for a Caledonian miniſter of the houſe 

of Stuart. A Scotch peer of the houſe of 
Stuart becomes confidential miniſter to a 
prince of the houſe of Brunſwick. Credite po- 
ſteri! The nation takes the alarm, and diſ- 


order and confuſion rage throughout the 
kingdom. his 


A general election now enſued: The people 
aw their danger, and endeavoured to guard 
againſt 
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againſt it: It was no longer immaterial 
what family or what gentleman ſhould re- 
preſent them in parliament: That happy 
time was paſt; they were now obliged to 
look out for men of abilities, men of inde- 
pendent fortune, and men of integrity 
men who wanted no favours from corrup- 
tion, and who had reſolution to protect 
their liberties againſt ſuſpected invaſion , 
and ſpirit to deſpiſe the miſerable minion of 
royal predilection. Conteſts now abounded; 
SuFFOLK, amongſt other counties, loſt it's 
wonted unanimity : and, to increaſe the mis- 
fortune, a new candidate is ſtarted up to ſup- 
port the intereſt of the new favorite: this is a 
game the Scotchman has always played when- 
ever opportunity preſented itſelf, diviſion 
having been, ab origine, his rule of govern- 
ment. N 


A previous meeting of the freeholders of 
Suffolk was appointed, as uſual, at Stow- 
market, but the ſpirit of diſcord was gone 
forth : The principal gentlemen of the 
county were expected to meet in ill hu- 


mour, 
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mour, though the worſt of miniſters in 
all reigns are ſure to have advocates. This 
was the caſe now; Mr. Afleck, who had long 
repreſented the county with unblemiſhed 


honour, growing old, and foreſeeing a ſtorm, 


begged leave to reſign. Sir William Bunbury 
ſnatched the golden opportunity to ſlip in 
his ſon in his room, ſupported by all the 
powers of the new miniſter. This was a 
deep laid ſcheme, and worthy of Scotch 
policy; it was well deſigned to break the 
county intereſt, which, when united, was 
too ſtrong for a miniſter longer eſtabliſhed 
than the unpopular Earl of Bute. Though 
Mr. Thomas Bunbury was then upon his 
travels, his character at the Univerſity ſuch 
as did credit to his abilities, and his atrach- 
ment to gaming and the turf unknown; 
yet, the independent country gentlemen, 
penetrating the deſigns of the court, were 
determined to oppoſe him, and turned their 
eyes upon Sir Joan Rous, a gentleman of 
fortune, of an old family, much beloved 
in the county, and not likely to be biaſſed 

| in 


CI 
in his vote by the frowns or ſmiles of a 


Mr. Holt, the little while he had ſate in 
parliament, had behaved greatly to the ſatis- 
faction of his conſtituents, and his conduct 
was univerſally approved. He intended 
offering himſelf again to repreſent the 
county, though far from being an ambi- 
tious man, or one who entertained any de- 
ſigns of improving his private fortune at 
the expence of the publick : Theſe two 
gentlemen, alike unambitious and indepen- 
dent, it was the natural intereſt of the 
county to elect. Sir Jobn was not forward 
to ſtep forth, and yet was unwilling to diſ- 
oblige thoſe many friends who wiſhed and 
preſſed him to declare himſelf a candidate; 
in ſhort, his private inclinations were rather 
againſt it, and he expreſſed himſelf ſo to 
particulars: the county, however, were not 
ſatisfied, and were reſolved, at all events, 
to bring him forward at the previous meet- 
ing at Stowmarket, and to put him in no- 
mination, His diffidence of accepting fo 


great 
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great an honour only recommended him the 
ſtronger, and ſhewed him more deſerving of 
the important charge to be repoſed in him; 
a charge of ſingular importance at this junc- 
ture, when the helm of government was 
viſibly ſteered by a Scotch rudder, and men 
of arbitrary principles, and known enemies 
to the conſtitution, were every day invited 
to St. James's: inſomuch ſo, that a witty 
Earl obſerved, upon ſeeing a Scotch noble- 
man at court who had been attainted in the 
| rebellion of 1715, in company with many 
other new faces, that he ſaw who muſt 
„ be expected ſhortly at the palace, by the 
* number of his friends that were come be- 
& fore.” The country gentlemen according - 
ly began every where to ſtir, and to en- 
courage the freeholders to appear in favour 
of Sir John Rous at the enſuing meeting. 
Mr. Holt, conſcious of what ſteps were tak- 
ing by the miniſtry, who were moving heaven 
and earth, to bring in Mr. Bunbury, began 
to conceive a jealouſy that he ſhould be laid 
aſide, and Sir John Rous and Mr. Bunbury 
be nominated candidates by a great majority 


* 
of the freeholders preſent at Stowmarket. 
Fhis was never the intention of the coun- 
try gentlemen ; they meant to defeat the 
miniſtty in their attempꝛ to divide the county 
intereſt, and no more: they meant to op- 
poſe Mr. Bunbury as a ſuſpected tool of the 
court, as he afterwards turned out : they 
meant to keep the friends of the conſtitu- 
tion united and entire. The miniſtry, on the 
other hand, by baits and allurements hung 
out to ſome, by places and preferments given 
to others, and, by the unwearied diligence, 
application, and fair promiſes of Sir Wil- 
liam Bunbury for the future conduct of his 
ſon, a youth of whom the world at that 
time ſpoke generally well, procured a great 
appearance at Stowmarket in favor of Mr. 
Bunbury; and Sir John Rous, not being 
over anxious, or puſhing himſelf forward, a 
compromiſe enſued, and upon the en aſ- 
ſurance that Mr. Bunbury and Mr. Holt 
ſhould draw lois at the next general election, 


and ONE OF THEM RESIGN in favour of Sir 


Joan Rovs, Mr. Holt and Mr. Bunbury 
were nominated candidates without a diviſion, 
C and 


wo | 


and ſoon after returned to parliament. This 
was the firſt election for repreſentatives in 
the firſt parliament of George III. For the 
truth of theſe particulars I appeal to the fol- 
lowing paper handed about at that time, 
and univerſally ſuppoſed ro be wrote by Mr. 


Affleck, the late member, a gentleman of 


great probity, aud whoſe veracity was never 
impeached on this or any other occaſion. It 
was ſtiled « A plain and true Narrative of 
e the Election for the County of Suffolk, in 
« 1761,” and is as follows: 


Bury St. Edmund's, in Suffolk, 1761. 


Either eight or nine days before the laſt 
meeting at Stowmarket, Mr. Holt ſpoke to 
Mr. Afﬀeck, complaining that he thought he 
(Mr. Holt) was very ill uſed by Sir John Rous 
and his friends, Sir John having declared to 
him, that he would not offer his ſervice to 
the county to repreſent them in the next 
parliament, yet, at the ſame time, he and 
Mr. Holt knew they were ſtrenuouſly can- 
vaſſing for an appearance at the next meet- 
ing, in order to put. Sir John in nomination : 


and 


t 
and Sir William Bunbury, being equally aſſi · 
duous to obtain an attendance there in fa- 
vour of his ſon, Mr. Holt was apprehenſive 
they would both greatly out. number him, and 
that he ſhould be laid aſde after being made 
uſe of by the county for two years only, 
to ſtop the gap which was made by the 
death of Sir Cordell Firebrace. Mr. AMiect 
anſwered, that Mr. Holt might be very eaſy 
on that head, Sir John Nous having fre- 
quently told him, he did not deſign to 
ſtand; but if he wanted to be ſtill further 
ſatisfied, Sir John was then in Bury, and 
Mr. Afieck would defire him to give Mr. 
Holt a meeting at Mr. Afleck's lodgings, 
where he might receive an anſwer from his 
own mouth; and Mr. Afleck would deſire 
Sir William Bunbury, likewiſe, to be preſent. 
Accordingly, theſe four, Sir John Rows, 
Sir William Bunbury, Mr. Holt, and Mr. 
- Aﬀeck, met at Mr. Scotchmer”s : Sir John was 
aſked his intention, and, at the ſame time, 
told by Mr. Afleck what were Mr. Holt's 
ſuſpicions z; he anſwered, he was determined 
not to offer his ſervice to the county at the 


C 2 enſuing 
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enſuing nomination : upon which Sir William 


Bunbury ſaid, © this is extremely generous. 
J own, Sir John, I am anxious my ſon 
„ ſhould have that honor zhis time; he is 
* now upon his travels, and this will be the 
„ compleateſt finiſhing of his education: 1 
have, therefore, in my turn, a propoſal 
© to make to Mr. Holt, which is this; if 
« Mr. Holt is not tired of parliament, (of 
« that which is now to be choſen) that he 
% and my ſon do then draw lots which ſhall 
give up to Sir John Raus: TO TrIs Ms. 
HorT LIKBEwWIsE AGREED. The general 
meeting at Stowmarket, was a week after 
this; where, after Mr. Afeck, had thanked 
the county for the repeated favors they 
had conferred upon him, and declared his 
intention to reſign, the conſideration of 
two proper perſons came on. Mr. Holt was 
propoſed, and agreed to. Sir Joan Rous's 
name was next mentioned, but this being 
contrary to the former agreement, Sir Wil- 
liam Bunbury inſtantly oppoſed it, as did like- 
wiſe Mr. Afieck, There were warm alterca- 
tions for ſome time, Mr. Afleck frequently 
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 entreating the gentlemen who were ſo anxious 
to name Sir John Rous to deft, for that Sir 
John had himſelf declared he would nor 
ſtand, and repeatedly offering them the pro- 
pos AL WHICH HAD COME FROM S WII- 
LIAM BunBuky the week before at the pre- 
vious meeting. They would not for ſome 
time accept it, but at laſt agreed to it, with 
ſome additional words like wiſe; and, having 
ſo done, he offered it to the general meet- 
ing. Mr. AFFLECK does affirm the pro- 
poſal to be this, to the beſt of kis recollec- 
tion, and he is more certain of the truth of 
what he avers, becauſe he well remembers 
he was particularly careful to make ule of 
the SAME WORDS which had coMe FROM 
Sis WILLIAM Bux BUR the week before, 


UT Ws 6x 
« Sir Joan Rous and his friends having 
* confented, in order to preſerye the peage of 
„the county, that he do deęſiſt at preſent, 
** and let the nomination of Mr. Bunbum and 
* Mr. Holt paſs through without ſurther gp- 


“ polition, it is the UNANIMOUS AGREE- 
i: MENT 
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enſuing nomination : upon which Sir William 
Bunbury ſaid, © this is extremely generous. 
J own, Sir John, I am anxious my ſon 
„ ſhould have that honor this time; he is 
* now upon bis travels, and this will be the 
„ compleateſt finiſhing of his education: I 
have, therefore, in my turn, a propoſal 
© to make to Mr. Holt, which is this; if 
« Mr. Holt is not tired of parliament, (of 
« that which is now to be choſen) that he 
% and my ſon do then draw lots which ſhall 
„give up to Sir John Raus: To TrIs Ms. 
HorLT LikEwisE AGREED. The general 
meeting at Stowmarket, was a week after 
this; where, after Mr. Aﬀeck, had thanked 
the county for the repeated favors they 
had conferred upon him, and declared his 
intention to reſign, the conſideration of 
two proper perſons came on, Mr. Holt was 
propoſed, and agreed to. Sir Joan Rous's 
name was next mentioned, but this being 
contrary to the former agreement, Sir Wil- 
liam Bunbury inſtantly oppoſed it, as did like- 
wiſe Mr. Afﬀeck, There were warm alterca- 
tions for ſome time, Mr. Afleck frequently 

| entrealing 
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 entreating the gentlemen who were ſo anxious 
to name Sir John Rous to 49%, for that Sir 
Jobn had himſelf declared he would not 
ſtand, and repeatedly offering them the Ro- 
pos AL WHICH HAD COME FROM SIX WiL- 
LIAM BunBuky the week before at the pre- 
vious meeting. They would not for ſome 
time accept it, but at laſt agreed to it, with 
ſome additional words likewiſe ; and, having 
ſo done, he offered it to the general meet- 
ing. Mr. ArrLecx does affirm the pro- 
poſal to be this; to the beſt of kis recollec- 
tion, and he is more certain of the truth of 
what he avers, becauſe he well remembers 
he was particularly careful to make ule of 
the SAME WORDS Which had coME FROM 
Sis W1LLIaM BunBukyY the week before. 


r 
« Sir Joan Rous and his friends having 
e confented, in order to preſerye the peace of 
the county, that he do cefilt at preſent, 
** and let the nomination of Mr. Byupury and 


« Mr. Holt paſs through withoyt — gp» 
é polition, it is the UNANIMOUS AGREE- 
ROE MENT | 
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« MenT of this meeting, that Sir Joan Rovs 
« be ſupported by it on the firs vacancy ; 
< but if no vacancy happens during this par- 
<« liament, Mr. Bunbury and Mr. Holt ſhall 
* DRAW LOTS which of them ſhall crve ve 
© to Sir John Rous. Many gentlemen. not 
« perfectly underſtanding the propoſal, Mr. 
« AFFLECK was deſired to repeat it; he did 
« ſo as audibly and articulately as he could 
« ſpeak; and after he had done, deſired, as 
<« he thought every perſon muſt then under- 
« ſtand it, that if any one had the leaſt ob- 
te fection he would then make it. Not a hl 
&« Jable was ſaid in oppoſition, and the meet- 
© ing was broke up; every body appear- 
s ing highly ſatisfied, that it was brought to 
* ſo reaſonable a concluſion.” 


We come now to the election in 1768, in 
conſequence of the above agreement. 


But before we enter upon the proceedings 
at this general election, it will not be impro- 
per to take a review of the conduct of the 
Atting members choſe in 1761. 


Mr. 


W223 


Mr. Bunbury, ſoon after his return to 
parliament, declared in favor of the miniſtry, 
and was appointed ſecretary to the embaſſy 
in France, This, though no more than was 
ſuſpected, was yet a new phænomenon in the 
hemiſphere of Suffolk. The freeholders of 
that county had not been accuſtomed to ſee 
their repreſentatives in place, and they drew a 
melancholy preſage from it of what was ſoon 
to follow. They were not deceived, Sir 
Thomas, or rather Sir Charles Bunbury (for ſo 
he affected to call himſelf after the deceaſe 
of Sir William) was uſually ſeen on the ſide 
of the court when the houſe divided. He 
once indeed gave out that he ſhould make a 
patriotic motion on a certain day, The houſe | 
was big with expectation, and it was ſaid, 
the new miniſter, (Lord Bute) who was pu- 
ſillanimous by nature, took the alarm: but 
on the day appointed, the intended motion 
vaniſhed into air; and Sir Charles fat ſilent 
in a filent Britiſh ſenate, which then, for 
the firſt time, reſembled a quaker's meet» 


ing. 
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1 461 


Conticuere omnes, intentique ora tene- 
bant. 


The diſgraceful preliminaries of the peace 
of Paris, and the inadequate peace that 
followed, and which robbed the nation of all 
the valuable conqueſts of a glorious war, Sir 
Cha, les could not but approve, being fecre- 
tary to the embaſſy: His appointment of 
knight of the ſhire for Suffolk bore no 
competition with that of ſecretary: His 
obligations and duty to his conſtituents were 
not to ſtand in the way of his ambition. He 
luckily eſcaped the queſtion of crntrar 
WARRANTS, being not in town at the time; 
but his merit on that occaſion was purely 
negative. It was ſaid he was running 4 
match with a taylor at Newmarket a hun- 
dred yards for a hundred pounds, but I be- 
he ve the world does him injuſtice; it was not 
at that time, though he certainly did run with 
the taylor. His violent attachment to the 
turf, horſe-racing, and gambling of all ſorts, 
was likewiſe a novelty in a Suffolk member : 

His 
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His conſtituents did not pride themſelves in 
finding a horſe-jockey in their member: 
they dreaded the fatal conſequences of hav- 
ing their liberties entruſted to a man, who was 
a conſtant companion at the gaming table, 
whoſe only application was given to cards, 
chances and calculations. It is generally re- 
marked, that where the itch of gaming has 
taken poſſeſſion of the human mind, the 
virtues of the heart are loſt: it is a fatal 
paſſion that engroſſes every ſenſe; not only 
the love of our country, and public ſpirit 
extinguiſhed; but men, as they grow fond of 
play, grow callous to all tender feelings, all 
domeſtic concerns, all private happineſs. 
They are miſerable when abſent from Arthw's 
or Almack's, and their thoughts are bent 
wholly upon the good or ill ſucceſs of the 
evening, without a moment's conſideration 
of friends, family, or fortune ; on whom 
they prey, or by whom they are preyed upon. 
No wonder then, that, Sir Charles Bunbury 
(for we muſt not call him Sir Thomas) thus 
running the career of diſſipation, thus inat- 
tentive to the intereſts of his conſtituents, 
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was far from being popular in his county; 
Having premiſed thus much of his general 


character, we proceed to take a few ſtric- 
tures upon his colleague Mr. Holt. 


Mr. Holt preſerved the ſame independent 
conduct in this parliament as in the laſt: 
he accepted of no place, or applied for 
any: he leaned, however, a little to the pre- 
vailing meaſures of government, and was 
not very violent in his oppoſition to the 
peace; but, upon the whole, the tenor of 
his public conduct was approved of, and if 
he did not ſtand clear of partialities on ſome 
occaſions, it may be ſaid in his excuſe, that 
Mr. Holt might be diffident of his opinion, 
and where his behaviour in parliament pleaſed 
ſome, it was not extraordinary that it ſhould 
diſpleaſe others: in a word, he was one of 
thoſe valuable truſtees of the public, who 
never vote againſt the conviction of theit own 
hearts, and this, I think, is no mean character 
of a Britiſh ſenator, in times corrupt as ours. 


Thus 
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Thus ſtood the two members for Suffolk, 
in the opinion of their conſtituents, when the 
general election of 1768 drew nigh. In 
conſequence of the former ſolemn agreement 
in the face of the county, one of the two 
was now to reſign his ſeat in favor of Sir 
John Rous. Mr. Holt was rather unwilling 
to draw lots, but Sir Charles, declared, pe- 
remptorily he would not, though the propo- 
ſal of reſignation, and drawing of lots, was 
the voluntary original motion of his own 
father : Sir Charles had been now too long 
in training on the turf, to be bound by ſuch 
imaginary ties of honor. His Newmarket 
connections taught him another language; «I 
« am in, gentlemen, turn me out if you can.” 
And ſo he began his canvaſs, in which it 
mult be allowed, he had a moſt powerful aſſiſ- 
tant in his fair lady: There was no reſiſting 
ſo beautiful a ſollicitreſs, and many a gentle- 
man determined in his heart to oppoſe Sir 
Charles, was overcome by the charms of this 


angelic woman, and dropped all reſentment 
againſt the offending huſband, 


D 2 Thus, 
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Thus, daily gathering ſtrength, Sir Charles 
declared himſelf reſolute, at all events, to 
ſtand a poll. The friends of Mr. Holt, 
were no leſs aſſiduous to promote his in- 
tereſt, and to continue him in his ſeat in 
parliament. By ſuch proceedings on both 
ſides, the ſolemn agreement at Stowmarket in 
1761, in favour of Sir John Kous, ſeemed 
to be totally forgot; or where it was not, 
to be at leaſt too manifeſtly eluded. The 
body of the freeholders, however, were 
by no means diſpoſed to ſit down quietly 
with ſo barefaced an infraction of a public 
refolution of a nomination meeting, and they 
repeatedly called upon Sir Charles and Mr. 
Holt to fulfil their engagements, and draty 
lots. A meeting was held at Stowmarket, 
and a great appearance of independent coun- 
try gentlemen aſſembled, and put in nomina- 
tion Sir John Rous, according to former zrea- 
ty, if I may fo expreſs myſelf: Sir Charles 
ſtill continued fixed in his determination not 
to draw lots; and it was now the wiſh of 
every friend to the conſtitution and his 
country, that the three candidates might 
ſtand ſeparate, in which circumſtances there 
Was 
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was no doubt but that the election would fall 
on Sir John Rous and Mr. Holt, an event 
which would have given true joy and ſatiſ- 
faction to three parts in four of the county. 
But Mr. Holt, whether jealous of the nu- 
merous appearance in favour of Sir John 
Rous, or whether diſguſted by the warm 
converſation of ſome particular gentlemen, 
who talked freely of the breach of treaty; 
or laſtly, (and which was moſt generally 
thought) from a deſire to av, his money, 
and to withdraw himſelf from the expences 
of a conteſted election, actuated by one or 
other of theſe motives, he took a ſudden 
reſolution to decline, publiſned a moſt ex- 
traordinary and indeed a moſt affronting ad- 
vertiſement to the county, and left his 
friends engaged in the full career of a ſtrong 
canvaſs to ſupport his intereſt, and with the 
moſt promiſing proſpect of ſucceſs. 


In conſequence of the reſignation of Mr. 
Holt, Sir John Rous, and Sir Charles Bun- 
bury were elected joint repreſentatives, and 
thus ended the laſt general election for- the 
county of Suffolk in 1768. 


Till 
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Till this period, Mr. Holt had behaved 
unexceptionably, and his conduct in ge- 
neral pleaſed, but his very precipitate retreat, 
and peeviſh advertiſement now gave great 
offence : his friends and warmeſt advo- 
cates were much chagrined. There was a 
ſpecies of ingratitude in it, not only to turn 


his back upon thoſe diſintereſted conſtituents 


who had unanimouſly choſe him their mem- 
ber for two ſucceſſive parliaments, (the higheſt 
compliment in their power to pay) but alſo 
to kave them in a contemptuous, ungracious 
manner, amounting to little leſs than telling 
them, it was no honour to repreſent ſuch 
« fort of people as. they were, and fo they 
« ſhould never receive any further applica- 
& tion from him.” The court party, on the 
other hand read this advertiſement with 
tranſport : it was letting in Sir Charles Bun- 
bury without a conteſt, the object of their 
wiſhes, and an event that could not poſſibly 
be expected to take place by the moſt ſan- 
guine of their friends; but to the country-party, 
the independent gentlemen, it was matter 
of real heart-felt vexation, and they could 


not 
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not forgive the man, who ſo unaccountably 
panick, or planet-ſtruck, had on a ſudden de- 
ſerted the publick cauſe, and ran away 
from the field of action before any one onſet 
could be given in his favour. 


As Mr. Holt's advertiſement made a great 
noiſe at the time, and was matter of deſerv- 
ed reproach * to him afterwards at the next 
election, I ſhall inſert an extract or two of 


1t, and leave to the reader to make his own 
comment. e 


2 If Mr, Holt has any feeling, he muſt 3d ſh at the 
<« inſtability of his conduct, &lufo at reading bis own ad- 
« yertiſement : and if he is a man of that ſpirit he 
« pretended to four years ago, he muſt diſdain to be 
4 reſtored to his abdicated ſeat through the ſale aſſiſtanet 
4% and ſupport of a ProsT1TuTE PER, who diſgraces 
e even the jockey club, and is univerſally acknowledged 
0 to be the blacke/t and ba/eft fellow in the kingdom.“ 
Letter to the independent Freeholders af Suffolk. 
London Rvening-Poſt, Nov. 19, 1771. 


£ 


© GENTLEMEN, 
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t& GENTLEZM EN, 


1 Be aſſured you will never receive an | 


« further application from me, as a private 
<« ſtation of life will become every day more 
<« eligible to a perſon at my time of life, and 
ec of my diſpoſition.” 


<« I hope they (the freeholders) will give 
t me leave for the future, to build my en- 
c joyments with more durable materials than 
te the popular breath of /ucb folks, as con- 
« ſtitute a majority at moſt public meet- 
Sings.“ | 


„ ROWLAND Hol.“ 


The ſecond parliament of George III. 
met on May, 10, 1768, when Sir John Rous 
and Sir Charles Bunbury, took their ſeats as 


knights of the ſhire for Suffolk. 


Sir Charles, as in the preceding parlia- 
ment, liſted under the banners of the court, 


and went all lengths with the moſt perfidious 


adminiſtration that ever diſgraced this king- 
| ; dom, 
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dom. laſolent and imperious at home, 
cringing and puſillanimous abroad, our mi- 
niſters became the laughing- ſtock of Europe. 
Spain bullied us, France cajoled us, and 
Portugal oppreſſed our trade: Portugal, the 
moſt abject of all abject ſtates, held the Bri- 
tiſh power in defiance: thus ſullied were 
the honors of the imperial crown of England: 
thus diminiſhed was the importance of that 
nation, which, but a few years before, 
ſpread terror around : her armies fought and 
conquered every-where : her navy rode tri- 
umphant in the moſt diſtant and dangerous 
ſeas, and her colours ' flew where Britiſh 
colours had never been ſeen to fly before. 
Gentle hiſtorians ! who record our annals, 
dwell on this laſt moſt brilliant, glorious 
period, and blot the preſent diſgraceful zra 
from all remembrance to poſterity : But let 
this truth ſhine foremoſt in your faithful pages, 
that George the ſecond died full of years and 
honors ; his reign was mild, his miniſters 
were wiſe, and his name will be revered 
till time ſhall be no more. 


E. Whi 
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While Sir Charles was thus ſupporting an 
odious and deſpicable miniflry, Sir John 
Rous preſerved an independent conduct: he 
fully anſwered the expectations of his moſt 
ſtrenuous advocates, and he daily acquired 
the confidence of his new conſtituents : He 


oppoſed the diſgraceful convention with 
Spain, with warmth and indignation.” He in- 
veighed againſt the unprecedented deciſion 
of the Middleſex election, which ſhook the 
pillars of the Britiſh conſtitution : which 
lefſened the reſpect due to crowned heads, 
and alienated the affections of loyal people 
from the beſt of princes. In every vote he 
gave, Sir John conſulted the diftates of his 
heart: he had no biaſs but to the intereſt of his | 
country. He ſided with no party or ſet of men 
whatever, but filled up the character of an 
honeſt country gentleman in parliament, that 
is, of an independent uncorrupted ſenator. 


The two important queſtions juſt now 
mentioned, were the only two grand nati- 


onal points that came before the houſe dur- 
ing the few ſeſſions in which he repreſented 
l the 


L & I 
the county of Suffolk. Had it pleaſed Pro- 
vidence to have continued him longer 
amongſt us, he had lived to have done the 
county more immomentous ſervices for he 
was fteady in his principles, irreproachable in 
his conduct: wanted no favors : was amiable 
in private life, and his conſtituents found him 
in public to be the man they thought him 
before they choſe him; his untimely Death 
was of courſe a general loſs, for he was uni- 
verſally eſteemed and regretted throughout 
the country, 


Upon the deceaſe of Sir John Rous, in 
November 1771, his ſon, a young gentleman, 
every way deſerving of the great honour 
conferred upon his worthy father, by the ad- 
vice of his friends, * propoſed himſelf as can- 
didate to ſucceed him, and it was generally 


E 2 expected 


* To the GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, and FrzEHOLDERS 
of the County of SUFFOLK. 
GENTLEMEN, 
«THE ſeat in parliament, which my father 
*« filled by your ſuffraggs, being unfortunately vacated, 
« by 
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expected he would be choſen for the remain- 
der of the preſent parliament, without oppo- 
ſition, being in fact a natural conſequence 
of the Stowmarket agreement in 1761: 
when, to the great aſtoniſhment of the body 
of freeholders, Mr. Holt, who had taken a 
formal leave of the county, and with the worſt 
grace that ever man did, in the ſame pre- 
cipitate manner in which he deſerted the pub- 


lic 


te by the melancholy event of his death, I think it my 
1% duty to take the earlieſt opportunity of thus publicly 


<6 returning my moſt gr ateful Thanks to the County, 
1 for the honour conferred upon him. 


« At the ſame time, give me leave to add, that I 
« ſhould-deem myſelf unworthy the relation I bear to 
him, as well as ſhew a degree of indignity to you, 
„were I not emulous of ſucceeding him in that high 
* honour, to which he was raiſed by your favour,—It is 
„% my greateſt ambition. Permit me therefore, Gen- 
6« tlemen, to hope for your approbation of the meaſure 
| « have adopted, of offering myſelf a candidate in his 

« room at the enſuing meeting, and to entreat, an this 


« occaſion, that ſupport in my favour, heretofore ſo 
« warmly and eminently held out to him. 


« Let 
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Tic cauſe beſore, formed a ſudden and unex- 
ampled reſolution to oppoſe Sir John, and 
offer himſelf again a candidate to repreſent the 
county. This he did in defiance of his own 
advertiſement, and meanly ſued to thoſe he 
had before deſpiſed. He did more : actuated 
by an unwarrantable pique againſt the Rows 
Family, totally unmerited on their part and 
void of reaſonable: foundation on his, he 
ungenerouſly, applied to one of the baſeft men 


Let me aſſure you, likewiſe, that ſhould I beſo hap- 
« py as to attain this ſummit of my wiſhes, | nothing 
«+ ſhall be wanting to render me worthy your election, 
** that may be expected from a ſtate of perfect indepen- 
cc dency, joined with an affectionate regard for my coun- 
« try in general, and for this county in particular. 

: «« T am, Gentleman, 1 

« Your moſt obliged, | 
« And moſt obedient humble Servant, 
«« Henham-Hall, - JOHN ROUs. 
% Nov. 4, 1771. 

« P. S. Sir Jon Rovs begs, that any Gentlemen 
„in the county, who may not have been particularly 
« applied to on this occaſion, will kindly place the omif- 
« ſion to the hurry of his preſent ſituation, and not to 
« the want of a proper attention to them.” 


alive, 
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alive, to prompt Sir Charles Davers to ſtand a' 
conteſt with Sir John. When that dark under- 
hand application failed, he declared him/zlf 
2 candidate, and, aſſiſted by the Duke of 
Grafton, and the miniſterial adherents of. all 
kinds {who could not let flip fo favourable 
an opportunity of dividing the county gen- 
tlemen) muſtered all his ſtrength to make 
a formidable appearance at Stowmarket, 
where a meeting was called on November 
the thirteenth, Advantage was thus taken of 
the melancholy tuation in which Sir Jobn 
was placed, who was very ungenteely re- 
proached by Mr. Holt, for even ſending 
circular letters of his intentions to ſtand 
ſo ſoon after the deceaſe of his father, though a 
conſtant invariable practice upon all ſuch un- 
foreſeen fatalities, and a circumſtance of ne- 
ceſſity that could not fail to add to the di- 
ſtreſs of an already afflicted family. That it 


was a right and prudent meaſure no man in 


his ſenſes, diveſted of party, will deny; and 
Mr. Holt's ſubſequent conduct was a proof | 
of the neceſſity. When Mr. Holt, without 
any provocation, could ſo ſoon declare, that 

he 


re 


he would oppoſe the Rous family to the ut- 
moſt as long as he lived, the friends of Sir 
John Rous had no time to loſe. Such a ſpeech 
breathed a ſpirit of rancour, which though it 
ill became the mouth that uttered it, was 
nevertheleſs to be guarded againſt, and was 
conſtrued as a ſignal of im mediate war by 
the freeholders in the interſt of Sir John 
Rous. They of courſe redoubled their appli- 
cation, and had time permitted, their en- 
deavours would probably have been crowned 
with ſucceſs; but a previous meeting muſt 
take place, and Mr. Holt, ſupported by mi- 
niſtry, who can always command the early 
attendance of their ſlaves and dependents, aſ- 
ſembled ſo many friends at Stowmarket, and 
of thoſe many who could never have been ſup- 
poſed to put on the harneſs of the court, that 
the majority of the independent Gentlemen 
in the intereſt of Sir John Rous were of opi- | 
nion that it was moſt adviſeable, * for the 


ſake - 


To the GenTLEMen, CLerGy, and FaeenoLDgRs 
of the County of SUFFOLK, 

6 T HE ardent defire with which J aſpired to ſuc- 

„ ceed my late worthy father, as one of the repreſata- 
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ſake of preſerving the peace of the county, 
that Sir John ſhould decline the preſent 
conteſt ; and at the ſame time engaged una- 
nimouſly to ſupport him againſt miniſtry 
at 


* of this county, and the meaſures I have hitherto 
* taken to to engage your intereſt and ſupport, will not, 
«« ] flatter myſelf, ſubje& me to the cenſure, even of 
«© my Opponents. — My regard to my father's memo- 
« ry, and my gratitude to you, demanded my tak. 
“ing theſe ſteps. I propoſed myſelf to you, gentle. 
« men, as an independent man. Such, you ſhall find 
% me, whether in or out of Parliament, my conduct 
«< ſhall ever be conſiſtent with my profeſſions. ?? 


% have now to return my warmeſt and beſt tanks, 
ce to my friends for their numerous and very reſpectable 
6. appearance this day in my favour, of which I ſhall 
ee always retain the moſt grateful ſenſe. —The pre-cn 
„ gagement of many of the principal Gentlemen, who 
& I am ſenſible have the moſt favourable diſpoſition to- 
« wards me and my family, the weight of an influence 
« which nothing but a compact and well-united inte- 
1 reſt can oppoſe, and the great and deſirable object 
« of preſerving the peace of the county, are motives 


c which have induced my friends to adviſe me to decline 
1 my 


E 

it the general election. In conſequence of 
this reſolution, (though ſome diſſented, and were 
for a poll, the ſenſe of the county being 
clearly in favour of Sir John Rous) a meſſage 
was ſent after the nomination was over to 
Mr. Holt, informing him that Sir John Rous 
declined for the preſent; but at the general 
election he would be propoſed a candidate, 
to repreſent the county in parliament : thys 
the different contending parties broke up 
and adjourned, and Mr. Holt was returned 
without oppoſition, oh Wedneſday December 
the 18th following. 


At the nomination Sir John Rous acquit- 

ted himſelf in a graceful manner; the audi- 
| # 
te my pretenſions at this time. In deference to them I 
: do ſo: I conſent to ſacrifice a darling object to pre- 
10 ſerve the peace of the county: But I hope it will not 
« always be preſerved at the Expence of Independenry. 
I have the Honor to be, Gentlemen, 


Your moſt obliged, and moſt odedient, 
STOWMARKET, humble Servant, 


Nov. 13, 1771. JOHN ROUS. 


F ence 


94: 


ence was very much pleaſed, and went away 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in his favor: He ſpoke 
in a manly ſtile, addreſſed himſelf with a 


becoming modeſty, and the delicacy of his ſi- 
tuation affected every gentleman preſent. 


Gratior et pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. 


Mr. Holt, on the contrary was covered 
with confuſion, as was naturally to be ex- 
expected from a man, who was come again 
to aſk favors of ſuch folks as he had de- 
clared under his hand, he would never 
favors of again: repeated heſitations, and 
ſhort, broken, unintelligible ſentences, were 
all that could be diſtinguiſhed : Conſcious 
of the viſible impropriety of his appear- 
ing on ſuch an occaſion, and before ſuch 
a meeting, he became exceedingly embar- 
raſſed. His recollection of the ſolemn agree- 
ment in 1761, ſtared him in the face, it 
ſtopped him ſhort, and ſhame denied him 
utterance; vox faucibus hefit : yet had a pious 
gentleman of the church, the modeſt aſſu- 
rance in his vindication afterwards of Mr. 


Holr, 
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Holt, to aſſert, that the experienced ge- 
neral, was rather to be preferred to the un- 

« fledged enſign”. If the experienced 
general, could never give the word of com- 
mand better than he did at Stowmarket, I 
will be bold to affirm, the moſt unfledged 
enſign that ever diſgraced St. James's Park 
to be greatly his ſuperior, His language 
and addreſs at that previous meeting, put 
me much in mind of a late worthy alderman 
of London, who from a ſimilar eloquence, 
on a ſimilar occaſion, obtained the ludicrous 
name of Orator Mute; yet he was as good a 
man, and as much reſpected in the City, as 
Mr. Holt in the County of Suffolk. Let 
this reverend gentleman talk no more of the 
experience of his general, the behaviour of 
Sir John Rous, to whom his youth is im- 
puted as a crime, being more ſolid, ſedate, 
and ſteady in every reſpect. 


Sir John was attended and ſupported by a 
numerous and very reſpectable appearance 
of gentlemen and freeholders, at leaſt u 
to one in his favor; and many of the frien 
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of Mr. Holt were no enemies to Sir John 
Rous : they ſeemed to be attached by private 
motives of old and eſtabliſhed connections, 
rather than by public reaſans. Not a few of 
them bluſhed to ſee the company they were 
in, and if we may judge from appearances, 
would not have been ſorry to have been 
detached from the body of mercenary auxi- 
laries that ſwarmed about them. A foreign 
aſſiſtance is ever dangerous, and too ſtrict an 
alliance with ſuſpicious ſtrangers ever ta be 
avoided : they have a ſeparate intereſt of 
their own, and as ſoon as opportunity of- 
fers, will never fail to ſhew it. 


The * nomination over, Mr. Crofts, wha 
appeared as ſubſtitute to the Duke of Graf- 
ton, 


To the GrNnTLEMEN, CLERGY, and FREEHOLDERS 
of the County of SUFFOLK. 
GENTLEMEN, 


oh HAVING been this day nominated a candidate * 
«to repreſent the County, by a very numerous and 


Mr. Holt ſeems to have altered his tone greatly from bis former 


mIyertiſement in 1768, how pretrily the above appears enutraſted with 
the follow: ing : 


reſpectable 


C37 1 
ton, and all the miniſterial forces returned 
triumphant home, clearly of opinion, and 


0 reſpectable appearance of Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
4 Freeholders, at a meeting at Stow market. I am at a 
** loſsto expreſs my acknowledgments for ſo diſtinguiſhed 
« mark of your eſteem, as calling me to re · aſſume 
1 my ſervice in pullement, | 


Happy in this rn alt hough ĩt was once 
my fixed determination not to engage in the affairs of 
* the public, I moſt chearfully accept the honour you 
% have now done me, and earneſtly entreat the favor of 
*« your votes and intereſt on the day of election ; and if 
become one of your repreſentatives, ſhall endeavour 
«« by aconſtant attendance in parliament, and a faithful 
5 diſcharge of my duty, with the ſame independent 
% conduct I have hitherto maintained, to merit that, or 
* any future favor, you ſhall be pleaſed to confer on, 


Gentlemen, 
Stowmarket, Your much obliged, and 
Nov, 13, 1771, devoted humble Servant. 


ROWLAND HOLT. 


. « Give me leave to build my enjoyments with more durable mates 
, rials than the popular breath of sven Fol x2 as conſtitute a majo- 
« rity at moſt public meetings.“ 
Variations in muſic are much admired, and Mr. Holt has here pre- 
ſented us with a delicate firain of variation in Politicks, 
| ſatisfied, 
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fatisfied, that the future election of Sir 
Charles Bunbury was no longer precarious, 
but now firmly and undoubtedly ſecured : 
this was the great end of oppoſition to Sir 
John Rous: for this the troops of proſti- 
tution were aſſembled; for this the peers in 
office, were hurried down from London : for 
this, . N 6. , 
ſtretched every nerve and ſinew of miniſterial 
influence and authority. 


Still it is to be hoped that a ſpirit remains 
amongſt the independent freeholders of this 
great county, to counteract the views of 
mercenary men, and that it will not be per- 
mitted to fall a ſacrifice to deceitful lords of 
government, who firſt give up the rights 
and privileges of freeborn Engliſhmen them- 
ſelves, and then, O! ſhameful to recolle& ! 
their next ambition is to enſlave their country ! 


To put the honeſt freeholder upon his 


guard againſt the enſuing general election is 
the ſole deſign of theſe few ſheets: to give 


him an inſight into the meaſures that have 
been 
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been carried on, and to arm him againſt any 


ſurprize for the future. Mr. Holt conſci- 
ous of the flagrant inconſiſtency of his own 
conduct, addreſſed himlelf to Sir John Rous 
at the nomination, requeſting © that there 
e might be 20 Publications:“ Sir John very 
ſenſibly replied, „He could anſwer for 
* himſelf, but not for his friends.” It is a bad 
ſign, when a candidate endeavours to ſcreen 
from his conſtituents the ſteps he takes to 

obtain their choice. What has a man of 
honor to dread? The more his conduct is 
examined into, the brighter and more 
amiable will he appear: he invites the ſcru- 
tiny, and enjoys the ſearch, 1 


It is right the public ſhould be informed 
of every tranſaction in which they are con- 
cerned, and it is the duty and office of a good 
citizen ſo to inform them : they can then 
act as judgment and inclination leads them. 
Had Mr. Holt, like Sir John Barnard, waited 
till the county had called. him forth. to re- 
aſſume his ſeat in parliament, his return to 
the Britiſh ſenate had been moſt honorable 


and 
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and glorious, honorable to himſelf, to his 
country, to his conſtituents; but after 4 
public final adieu to ruſþ forward; throu gtt 
ſpleen « or ambition, into an unneceſfaty con- 
fli&, to raiſe an oppoſition to the deſerving 
ſon of a deſerving father, and who had nor 
fate out his ſtipulated time by treaty, when 
no candidate was wanting, and the county 
ſeemed inclined to pay this juſt tribute of 
reſpe& to the father's memory and virtues; 
- What was it but to contradict his own ſolemn 
profeſſions, and, in the face of the county to 
declare, that he had impoſed | upon their 
credulity ; and that when in print he avow- 
ed that a private ſtation of life was 
* moſt eligible to him,” he had deceived 
himſelf and others; for the object of his 
wiſhes was to be ſtill their member, and his 
true intention to ſtart again the firſt oppor- 
tunity that offered. I fear the fubſequent 
conduct of Mr. Holt will but too fully _ 
tify theſe harſh concluſions, 


With all this let it be remembred, that 
Mr. Holt is an amiable man in private life, 
| and 


EE 
and in his actions did juſtice to his conſti- 
tuents; bumanum, eft errart, and when a good 
man makes a flip, or is ſeduced into an invi- 
dious or diſgraceful action, it becomes a ge: 
neral concern, and the world are charitably 
inclined to place it to the frailty of our 
nature; ever prone to temptations and miſ- 
takes: Candid men will extenuate the fault: 
generous men will forgive it: And let Mr. 
Holt remember in his turn, that when an 
lajury is done, it beſpeaks a noble mind to 
repair it before the ill effects have grown 
too violent for tedreſs. 
| The Friends of Mr. Holt have been too 

ſanguine and ptecipitate : they have ſucceeded 
in procuring him a temporary return to par- 

Uament, but not without wounding in ſome 
degree his honour, and even caſting ſuſpicions 
upon their own principles. Mr. Holt ſhould 
not have been ſeen at the riomination : he 
ſhould have been dragged from Redgrave to 
Ipſwich, and not ſolicited an eſcort thither. 
The oppoſition. to Sir John Rous was a 
cruel one: to ſnatch the honors from a 

family, (and for the remainder of a ſeſſions 
only) which they had fo lately conferred 
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with alacrity, with unanimity, ill became 
the ſpirit of independent country gen- 
tlemen: no complaint alledged againſt the 


conduct of the father, no breach of truſt 


committed or charged upon him by his 
conſtituents, and no diſlike pretended to 
the ſon; of whom it may be truly ſaid, 
that he had given no man offence, was in 
general perſonally eſteemed and very na- 
turally entertained an honeſt ambition to 
ſucceed his deceaſed father in the repre- 
ſentation of a great and reſpectable COMME. 
Can this be imputed to him as a fault? If 
it is, how many counties are blameable, 
who thought they did honor to themſelves 
and their principles in electing the heir of a 
member, whoſe conduct in parliament had 
been LIE: and applauded by them. 


The freeholders are now to prepare them- 
ſelves againſt the next general election: Sir 
John Rous will moſt probably be put in no- 
mination for one member: Mr. Holt hav- 
ing, by his former reſignation complied, in 


ſome meaſure, with the ſolemn agreement of 


1761, 


1.48], 

' 76 I, ratified at Stowmarket, and originally 
propoſed by the father of Sir Charles Bun- 
bury : that Baronet comes next in turn, and 
had his behaviour in parliament been more 
pleaũng, more conformable to the impor- 
tant truſt repoſed in him by his conſtituents, 
more for his own honor and the advantage 
of the publick, the freeholders have till 
a right to call upon him to retire at the cloſe. 
of the preſent parliament; and to give that 
peace to the county, which, till his appearance, 
had remained uninterrupted and undiſturbed 
for many years; if he refuſes, or the virtu- 
eus Duke at Euſton will not permit him to 
reſign, then, Gentlemen, and men of Suf- 
folk, you are to determine, whether you 
will tamely ſubmit to court- government, and 
an arbitrary miniſter; or whether, by a no- 
ble and ſpirited exertion of your powers, 
you will reſcue yourſelves out of the hands of 
an odious tyrant, and preſerve your free- 
dom, the invaluable birth- right of Engliſhmen, 
by uniting the county intereſt, and chooſing 
two honeſt independent gentlemen to repre- 
ſent you in another parliament. 


a Ie 


Þ — 


(412, 
It ſtill pleaſes his majeſty to rule by a fey 
of miniſters exceedingly obnoxious to his 
people, and who, in the late reign, had'nei- 
ther given proofs of their abilities or loyalty : 2 
on the contrary, they were men indeed who. 
rather prided themſeves in being thought 
to entertain principles unfavorable to the 
Hanoverian ſuccelſion, and of whom an anec- 
dote was told that ſtrongly marked their 
ruling attachment. The late Pxxxce or 
Warzs, when in variance with his royal 
father, threw himſelf into the hands of the 
Tories, in order to encreaſe the weight of 
oppoſition to his miniſter, Sit Robert Walpole, 
a ſtaunch Mig, and a Great Stateſman ; he 
then was wont to lay alide the ſtate of Heir 
to the Crown, and, without ceremony, to mix 
in familiar converſgtion over a bottle with 
ſome of his new favorites, In one of their 
merry evenings, when the glaſs had circu- 
lated freely, it is ſaid the late Sir W——n 
W—— nne, who with the Earl of 
Bo—, Lord Le, and ſeveral others 
of the ſame ſtamp were preſent, being half- 
mellow and his heart open, catched the 
Prince by the hand, and re it hard, 
Comes 
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Come, Sir, ſays he, Do be honeft, tell 
** us, are you ow of u? Is your Highnefs 


«a J-c-3-TE?” 


' It is unneceſſary to comment upon this 
ſtory : Let it be remembred only, that what 
the royal father did, out of pique alone, 
appears to be unhappily copied by the ſon, 
from predile&ion : The one knew his men, 
but never truſted them ; the atber, it is. too 
much to be, feared, truſts them; and/dory 
. e 


* 


„ne or Se- . 

A ppi and united oppoſition at * 
general election, to theſe abominable inſttu- 
ments of Button policy, and of an arbritrary 
ſyſtem of goverment, will do you honour : 
and may you ſet a glorious example to every 
other independent county. in the kingdom 
The counties of England united can alone 
preſerve, | from total ruin, the ſhattered re- 
maing. of the nobleſt fabric i in the world, 


Loweltoffe, Tus ConsTITUTION or ENGLAND: | 
2 28. 0 


| City of London, gave notice, © that he in- | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
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> 


TO THE 


22 FxernolDers of the Copy 


\'GinTLeMen, 
NINCE the foregoing ſheets went to un 
che parliament has met, and at the opening 
of the ſeſſions, that truly patriotic Member 
Alderman JOHN SAWBRIDGE, of the 


tended to make a motion on the TWENTY 
1 FIFTH day of February next enſuing, 
« Fon SHORTENINE THE DURATION OF 


44 PARLIAM ENTS,” 3 


attention of all conſtituents to the conduct 
of their repreſentatives, and would time per- 
mit, that county meetings could be had, no 
_— of - 3 importance to inſtruct their 

members 


This public ſpirited motion calls for the 


* 


© - 70 
members upon .could poſſibly. come . before 
them : every member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons . is a truſtee for the public, and an 
attorney or agent for his conſtituents, and 
no more : he is bound by every tie of honour 
to deliver their ſentiments in parliament, 
and they have an undoubted right to inſtruct 
him, and to expect that he gives his vote 
according to their inſtructions; for, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, it is their vote and not his own. 


Give me leave, Gentlemen, to point out 
the importance of the good or ill ſucceſs of 
this motion, from a paper publiſhed but 2 
very few years ago, and addrefſed to the 
repreſentatives of this kingdom in general : 
dy which you will clearly ſee, that a motion 
for the ſhortening the duration of parlia- 
ments, is a GRAND CONSTITUTIONAL 
QUESTION: it were much to be wiſhed, 
that every county and corporation could i in- 


ſtruct their members upon it within the li- 
mited time. 


INSTRUCTION 


; (u! 
5 INSTRUCTION VII. 


We deſire and enpect, that you _ 
* uſe your utmoſt endeavours, by all conſti- 
* tutional meaſures in your power, that a 
* law may paſs for azsTorine Trxitns 
* MAL PARLIAMENTS: triennial parlia- 
ments were eſtabliſhed ſoon after + the 
* glorious revolution took place, which ſaved 
66 this kingdom from inevitable deſtruction 
They were eſtabliſſied as the beſt ſecu- 
rity for the conſtitution againſt the arbri- 
< tary attempts of all wicked and deſign- 
ing, miniſters in faturo ; frequent elections 
* deprive them of that enormous influence 
and power they now have to corrupt the 
* repreſentatives af the people, and to ſe- 
* cure a venal majority of members in the 
* Houſe of Commons, which might prevent, 
* or put a flop to all enquiries into their 
public conduct. Theſe triennial . parlia- 
ments were firſt unconſtitutionally laid aſide 
*in the year 1716, on a ſtate neceſſity, and 
” when) the public before was thought to bt 


-* December 24, 1692, 
in 


1291 


et in imminent danger; a Scotch rebellion 
&© barely quaſhed, and in the infancy of 
« a new ſucceſſion to the throne : uncon- 

« ſtitutionally laid afide, becauſe the peo- 
&* ple had no choice of their repreſentatives ; 
& and ſurely nothing could be more extra- 
« vagantly abſurd than that the repreſen- 
« ſatives ſhould chooſe themſelves, vote 
«© themſelves into their own ſeats, and ſit like 
< Peers in their own Tight, at the ſame 
* time deriving their authority from the 
«© people: a manifeſt -econtradition ! no de- 
* puty of the people conſtitutionally can 
continue himſelf in deputation for a longer 
« term of years than he is deputed for: 
and the houſe of peers and the houſe of 
« commons which continued that trien- 
« nial parliament in 1716, beyond the 
« limited duration, might by the ſame 
« authority have continued it for a term till 
„ longer, might have made it perpetual ; 
„ and this would have been an expreſs and 
e abſolute ſubverſion of the third eſtate of 
© the realm. The houſe of commons that 
did it was no houſe of commons of Eng- 
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land, after the expiration of the three 
years for which they were elected: at 


that time they became a houſe merely of 


common, gr rather uncommon men, and, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, were no longer a houſe 


of parliament, or compoſed the! _ 


eſtate of the kingdom. 


* uſurpation of theſe ſeptennial par- 
liaments (for ſo, perhaps, it might be 


+ called) has been held up ever ſince, 


though the ſame reaſons (ſtate neceſſities) 
which then prevailed, ſubfiſt no longer; 
but the ſame reaſons for eſtabliſhing ſhort 
and triennial parliaments remain ſtill, and 
are equally in force now as at the revolution. 
Septennial parliaments have a long time 
been complained of as a heavy national 


grievance, and can be agreeable to none 


but ill-deſigning miniſters, and ſelf-inte- 
reſted repreſentatives of the people; the 
ſooner, therefore, they are aboliſhed, and 
triennial parliaments reſtored, the ſooner 
may we expect the halcyon return of pub- 


* lic virtue to bleſs theſe kingdoms. Mi- 


« niſters, 
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* niſters and favourites have the means of 
corruption, now in their hands, but theſe 
„ would be greatly diminiſhed, if not only 
5 WP <« the ſeſſions but the parliament itſelf were 
« r:duced to the;antient and primitive con- 
* ſtitution and practice of frequent and 
new parliaments; for as a good miniſtry - 


will neither practice or need corruption, 
| <*:{o it cannot be any man's intent to pro- 


„vide for the ſecurity of a bad one.“ 


For theſe reaſons, and many others 
e which could be added, being thoroughly 
„convinced of the utility ariſing to the 
4 « nation from ſhort parliaments, and the 
« great danger ariſing to the conſtitution 


from long ones; and as being allo a 


Lord's Proteſt in 1716. 

« It is the Fate of weak Princes,” ſays Lord Lyttle- 
ton, * to think that they are never ſo well Served as by 
« thoſe of whoſe Authority the People complain the 
« moſt; and to make the Public Hatred a Ground of 
«< their Confidence ; as if ſuch Perſons, having no 
« other Strength or Protection to depend upon, muſt 
6 belong more to them, and be more devo:edly Attached 
« to their Intereſt.“ Hiſtory of Henry Second, 

means 
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e means to curb the growth and fpreading 
« of corruption, and to repair the breaches 
« made in the conſtitution by the innovation 
« of a ſeptennial parliament, and to remedy 
< the diſappointment ſo ſeverely felt by the 
„ nation, when triennial parliaments were 
« not, according to the univerſal expecta- 
<« tion of the people, reſtored to them, in 
« the parliament immediately following this 
% unprecedented innovation, and the conſti- 
<« tutional right and liberties of the com- 
% mons of England thereby more firmly 


« ſecured and eſtabliſhed, on the Þ baſis 
| built 


+ In the Bill of Rights paſſed February 13, 1688-9, 
is the following Article or Clauſe: Art. 13. % And 
«« that for Redreſs of all Grievances, and for the amend- 
ing, ſtrengthening, and Preferving of the Laws, Par- 
« liaments ought to be Held frequently.” 

A Parliament of a long Continuance ſeemed to be 
very dangerous, either to the Crown or to the Nation: 
If the Conjunure and their Proceedings gave them 
much Credit, they might grow very uneaſy to the 
Crown, as Happened in King Charles the Firſt's Time; 


Or in another Situation of Affairs, they might be ſo 
practieed upon by the Court, that they might give all 
the 


1 53 1 
«. Huilt for them by their great and glorious 
« deliverer King WILLIAM OF. IM- 
« MORTAL MEMORT, ta whom ve 
« owe religion, law, and liberty: for theſe 
« reaſons we do earneſtly recommend to 
you, our repreſentatives, and eſpecially if 
« you profeſs revolution principles, to uſe 
« all conſtitutional, means in your power, 


the Money, and all the Liberties of England ap, when 
they were to have a large Share of the Money, and were! 
to be made the In/trument of Tynanxy, as it was in 
King Charles the Second's Time. It was likewiſe. 
Hoped, that frequent Parliaments would pat an End 
to the great Expence Candidates put themſelves to in 
Elections: And that it would oblige the Members to 
Behave them/elves fo well, both with Relation to the 
Public, and in their private Deportment, as to Recom- 
mend them to their Electors at Three Years, end: 
Whereas, when a Parliament was to Sit many Years, 
Members covered with Privileges were apt to take great 
Liberties, forgot that they Repreſented others, and took 
Care only of themſelves : So that it was thought that 
England would have a truer Repreſentative, when 
it was choſen anew every Third Year, than when i it 
Run on, 3 | a 
Biſhop Burnet's Hiſt. Vol. II. 


that 
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< that a law may be paſſed, in the approach- 
« ing ſeſſion, for limiting the duration of 
«© this preſent and all future-parliaments to 
THREE YEARS AT MOST.“ 


Gentlemen of the county of Suffolk. 

As time may be wanting for you to meet 
at Stowmarket, and to inſtruct your mem- 
bers upon this grand conſtitutional queſtion, 
to be agitated on the 25th of February, 
you may only have it in your power to keep 
your eyes upon their conduct, and to ſhew 
your diſlike or approbation on a future 
meeting at Stowmarket. You have thought 
proper to ſend to this parliament as your 
repreſentatives and truſtees, Sir Charles Bun- 
bury, and Mr. Rowland Holt: from the general 
truſt repoſed in them by you, You have a 
right to expect their moſt ſerious attention + 
to this important motion ; which has for its 
primary object, © the reſtoration of a right 
<< eſtabliſhed to the people at the glorious. 
revolution, and unconſtitutionally invaded 
through an accidental ſtate neceſſity, 
which exiſts no longer :” And for its ſe- 


« condary 
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« condary object, a check to the flagrant 
40 corruption of the times, and to the preſent 
« unbounded power in a miniſter, to ſecure 
« a venal majority in parliament, that may 
« protect him from all enquiry, from all 
« puniſhment, even in the moſt wanton 
<« ſallies of authority, and moſt notorious 
« breaches of public truſt.”? 


Remember the Middleſex election! 
Remember the debt on the Civil Liſt 


Paid without enquiry how it was procured } 
a triennial parliament had prevented both. 


